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relation of incidents was coloured by the popular
belief of the time in the possibility of miraculous
manifestations, yet the words and sayings of Christ
emerge from the narrative, though in places it
seems as though they had been imperfectly appre-
hended, as containing and expressing thoughts
quite outside the range of the minds that recorded
them ; and thus possess an authenticity, which is
confirmed and proved by the immature mental
grasp of those who compiled the records, in a
way in which it would not have been proved, if
the compilers had been obviously men of mental
acuteness and far-reaching philosophical grasp.
To express the religion of Christ in precise
words would be a mighty task ; but it may be
said that it was not merely a system, nor primarily
a creed ; it was a message to individual hearts,
bewildered by the complexity of the world and
the intricacy of religious observances. Christ
bade men believe that their Creator was also a
Father; that the only way to escape from the
overwhelming difficulties presented by the world
was the way of simplicity, sincerity, and love;
that a man should keep out of his life all that
insults and hurts the soul, and that he should hold
the interests of others as dear as he holds his own.